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Welcome to North Richmond 

Thank you for joining our group, welcome! This information pack will provide you with basic information regarding 
Scouting and the Group and at the end of the pack is our New Joiner Form, which we need you to complete and 
return to us as soon as possible – or alternatively you can complete these details online via Online Scout Manager.   

Online Scout Manager  

We use Online Scout Manager (‘OSM’) in the group to keep your child’s records, and your contact and other 
information we need to look after your child.  

This is also how we’ll primarily be in contact with you, and it’s also a very easy way for you to keep your information 
up to date, see our programme, and view and sign-up for upcoming events for your child. 

When you joined your section, you should have received an email to invite you to access OSM – if you didn’t let your 
section leaders know or email gsl@northrichmondscouts.org.uk   

You can read the groups privacy policy for how we keep and use this information, here:  
http://www.northrichmondscouts.org.uk/NR_Privacy_Policy.pdf  

A World of Scouting 

The Scout Movement is a global youth organisation, the largest in the world, with over 28 
million Members in 216 countries and territories. 

In the UK Scouting is organised through The Scout Association and which has a clear 
purpose:  

To help young people achieve their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potential as individuals, as 
responsible citizens and as Members of their local, national and international communities.  

The Scout Association offers everyday (and some more unusual!) adventure and activity to almost 400,000 young 
people across the UK. 

Scouting is open to all young people aged 6 to 25 of every faith and background as long as they are prepared to make 
the promise.  

A number of variations of the promise are available to cover a range of faiths and nationalities. 

Scouting makes a positive contribution to society by helping young people to develop as active members of the 
community, through activities that promote learning while also being fun.  

The Programme is a continuous progression of training, activities and awards that covers everything that young 
people do in Scouting from the age of 6 to 25 - aiming to develop members who are caring, responsible, show 
commitment, taking part in a variety of activities and new experiences, exploring the outdoors, work in teams, taking 
responsibility and take part in the Progressive Training Programme 

Further information on Scouting can be found on the Scouts Website: 
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources 
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We Need Your Help 

There are plenty of opportunities for adults to become involved in the group, and we actively encourage and need 
this help, from as many parents as possible to make the group successful -and for us to deliver a full programme of 
activities for your child.  

Some of the areas you can help with: 

 Helping us with Fundraising Ideas and acuities   
 Helping to Maintain our headquarters building    
 Administration of the groups 
 Being part of a parents rota of helps that leaders can use to make sure section nights run 
 Do you have a specialist skill that could help run a specific badge or activity? 
 Help on activities, events or camps 
 Become a regular helper or leaders  

If you would like to be involved with our Group then please speak to one of the Leaders, or you can email us on 
info@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  

The Group and Sections 

The Group currently consists of three sections: 

 Beavers 6 to 8 years old meet between 6pm & 7pm every Wednesday   
 Cubs  8 to 10 ½ years old, meet between 6.30pm & 8pm every Tuesday   
 Scouts 10 ½ to 14 years old, meet between 7pm & 9pm every Friday  

Generally, section nights follow the same dates as School terms and the upcoming programme is always available on 
OSM. 

After Scouts, the next section is Explorers. In Our district these are run at several locations with members from 
different groups attending each one. Older children also have the opportunity to stay with the group as young 
leaders, and we have young leaders helping in each section. 

With all sections there is some flexibility in age ranges and we aim to help members move from one section as 
smoothly as possible by ‘moving up’ in groups of friends. 

Whilst the activities they take part in will depend on their age, each Section gives young people the opportunity to 
learn by doing.  The main programme areas are:  

 Outdoor and Adventure  
 Community and Global  
 Health and Fitness  
 Creative and Beliefs  
 Teamwork and Leadership    

Leaders are trained to deliver this programme, ensuring our young people stay safe while they enjoy themselves and 
learn.  
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The Promise 

To become a member of the Scout Association and our group your child will be asked to make a promise at an 
investiture ceremony, this usually takes place at a section meeting soon after they join, once they have uniform, and 
when they are ready to do so. You will be told the week before this happens so you can come along to watch.  

The promise that they make will be dependent on the section that they are joining, and the general promise for each 
section is attached - the promise can be altered in a number of ways to take into account religious beliefs, nationality 
and or special needs. 

Please discuss with a leader the version of the promise you would like your child to make.  

Uniform  

Details of uniform for each section, and the location of badges are below. Scouting is a uniformed organisation so we 
do need all members to wear a uniform at meetings – and on section evenings or on activities we would normally 
expect your child to attend in uniform and will advise if any different. 

The Group provides Badges, and Scarves for when your child is invested - you need to purchase the basic uniform.  

We would like all parents to use the District Shop, as the profits from this benefits Scouting in Richmond Borough.  

You can find the District shop online, here - https://www.richmondscouts.org.uk/shop  

You can also buy uniform in person (and try it on) Saturday Mornings or Wednesday afternoons after school. The 
shop is based at The District Hub, Kerswell Hall, Wills Crescent, Whitton, TW3 2JF- and there is a small car park.  

Alternatively, you can also find uniform online at Scout Shops or or Amazon, or most local school uniform shops. 

What you need for your child: 

 Beavers  Activity or School Trousers & Beaver Turquoise sweatshirt     
 Cub Scouts  Activity Trousers & Cub green sweatshirt   
 Scouts   Activity Trousers, Scout Belt & Green Scout shirt  

There is also a choice of optional polo shirts, available in turquoise for Beaver Scouts and green for Cub Scouts and 
Scouts – these we’d recommend and can be worn instead of the sweatshirts in the summer term.  

The Group Scarf is pale blue; these are supplied by the Group.    

Please remember to write your child’s name in all uniform items so if they are left behind, it is easy to identify who’s 
uniform it is.  
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Badge Work 

Members of all ages work towards attaining awards both in their 
chosen activities, and are awarded badges.  

There is a wide range of choice of Activity Badges for all Sections, 
that cover a huge range of interests - and you can browse these on 
the Scouts website or use the ‘My badges’ app on Apple devices, or 
Android phones.    

In addition there are ‘Staged Activity Badges’ these have been 
designed to provide learning through all of the sections, and 
usually have about 6 stages.  This means that a young person can 
gain whichever badge is appropriate to the level they have 
reached. It is possible, for example, for a Beaver Scout who is an 
excellent swimmer to gain a higher-level badge than a Scout who 
has just taken up the activity. 

There are ‘Joining In’ awards which are presented with the 
numbering indicating how many years the Member has regularly 
attended and participated in the balanced programme across the 
whole Scout Movement. 

 

Each section has a number of ‘Challenge Badges’; these 
are usually done in groups.  On completion of a number 
of these your child can earn the relevant Chief Scouts 
Award, the highest award earned worn on their uniform. 
It is quite difficult to get the Chief Scouts award in each 
section, but we hope every member will try to do this, 
and our aim with our training through each section is to 
help all members gain these if they can.  

When your child is ready to move onto the next section 
there are ‘moving on awards’ for each section.   

Occasionally your child may be asked to undertake 
things at home to go towards badge-work or challenges 
being undertaken at their meeting. 
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Subscriptions and Costs  

At the current time Subscriptions are £115 per year, and these are due to be paid in January.  

For members joining through the year, a percentage of this is charged at the time of investiture for the period 
between joining and the following annual fee in January.  

The Subscriptions help to cover the cost of keeping and maintain The Scout, insurance, camping and other 
equipment, as well as things like badges and materials for activities carried out at their meetings.   

Some other activities such as camps, may incur extra costs. 

During January we have to fulfil the Scout Associations census and pay capitation for each member of the Group, 
which covers the money the group needs to pay to the District and County, and also for all of our Scout Association 
insurance so it Important you pay us on time.  

If at any point paying for either subscriptions, capitation or for activities becomes an issue please discuss this with 
your child’s section leader, or email the group Scout Leader on gsl@northrichmondscouts.org.uk.  

If you are unable to pay immediately for subscriptions or activities we can help you with staged payments, or 
potentially subsidise activities from our hardship fund.  

We can claim the income tax paid on all the monies that are paid to us.  This includes money paid for subscriptions, 
capitation and activity costs.  This means that for every £1 paid to the Group we can claim 25p back from the Inland 
Revenue.  In addition to being an easy fund raising method, it means that we can keep costs of activities as low as 
possible.  To enable us to do this though you need to fill in a “Gift Aid Declaration”. You can do this online, here: 
https://forms.gle/hWVQkZf7yudrJgg97  

Trips and Activities 

Each section has a number of activities through the year outside the normal meeting time, and we encourage all 
members to take part in these. These may be day trips related to badge work and the training programme, or just for 
fun – and usually each section takes part in one or more camps a year (sleepovers for beavers), and there are group 
activities such as the annual Family camp, which has run now for more than 35 years.  

There are usually set limits on attendance when organising trips or activities, so we often have to impose a cut-off 
date for responses.  This is generally due to safety and the number of leaders available, purchasing tickets, completing 
all of the necessary risk assessments and making arrangements for the event. 

Please make sure you respond to information on events as early as possible, and if subsequent to your child being 
accepted on a trip or activity, they are unable to attend please let us know as soon as possible.   
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COVID-19 

In recent times the group has been prepared for any variety of situations to deliver Scouting, be it in our usual 
location at the Scout Hut, outdoors in a park or online with sessions run over zoom.  

As a group we follow the Scout Associations guidance on COVID safety, who in turn follow the guidance of the 
National Youth Association – as part of this all-activity planning now includes an assessment of COVID-19 risks and it 
is always in our minds to minimize COVID-19 transmission while still delivering a full Scouting programme.   

The full Scout Association's policies on COVID-19 safety are here: https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-
back-together-safely/  

How we operate may change, depending on if there is the need for an increase or relaxing of current government 
COVID-19 rules. 

As of writing (28/10/2021) there is enhanced cleaning for all activities, and we allow for as much ventilation and 
space as is possible. There is additional handwashing and we have supplies of PPE to be used if needed. For those 
members who are Scouts or older and in areas that cannot be ventilated or in close contact with others, masks will be 
worn - and we currently need lateral flow tests for everyone attending an overnight event Scout Age or adult.  

Parents WhatsApp Groups 

Each section has a parents WhatsApp group. These are useful for last-minute changes, and to share information, for 
example photos when away on a camp. Please let a leader know you’d like to join or email 
gsl@northrichmondscouts.org.uk   

 

 

 



North Richmond Scout Group Welcome Pack 
 

Page 7 
 

 

Child Protection and Health and Safety 

The Scout Association's policies, rules, code of behavior, advice on Child Protection and safety policy are there to 
ensure our young people stay safe whilst the Programme of activities that we provide is fun, exciting and challenging.   
Most importantly we must also make sure that all activities undertaken are safe. 

It is the policy of The Scout Association (and therefore of the Group) to safeguard the welfare of all Members by 
protecting them from harm. 

The Scout Association is committed to: 

 Taking into account in all its considerations and activities the interests and well-being of young 
people;  

 Respecting the rights, wishes and feelings of the young people with whom it is working;  

 Taking all reasonable practicable steps to protect them from physical, sexual and emotional abuse, 
and  

 Promoting the welfare of young people and their protection within a relationship of trust. 

 

All adults aged eighteen or over, no matter what their role or involvement within Scouting, are responsible for putting 
this policy into practice at all times. 

All Leaders and regular helpers have been subjected to, and passed, an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service 
(DBS) disclosure.   

In addition all leaders have passed a basic first aid qualification, and take part in the Scout Associations training 
scheme.   

Every activity we do is risk assessed, either with general risk assessments or ones specific to set activities or camps. 
We can run through these with you for an event if you wish.  

However, accidents occasionally can happen, consequently in order to comply with The Scout Association’s own 
health and safety policy’s we require certain information regarding emergency contacts and for you to keep this up to 
date. 

You can read the groups privacy policy for how we keep and use this information here: 
http://www.northrichmondscouts.org.uk/NR_Privacy_Policy.pdf  

We need to have up to date information to look after your child, If this information changes e.g. change of address, 
school, doctor or phone number please update this through OSM. 

The Group can cope with members that have special needs; however we do need to know of any special 
requirements, allergies etc. that your child may have in advance, and you should speak to your Childs section leader 
about anything we may need to help with looking after your child. 
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Photographs / Video Footage 

The various sections regularly take part in a wide range of activities, organised at a Group, District or County level.  
Many of these involve challenging activities, which the youngsters involved often like evidence to prove that they 
have taken part.  

In addition, images of the youngsters enjoying themselves can be extremely useful for publicity purposes, internally 
(e.g. for use in our newsletters and emails), externally (on our website or Facebook page with permission), and on 
display boards or sent to parents etc.   

At Group events it is relatively easy for the Leaders in charge to take suitable photographs, and as part of joining the 
group and completing and signing the joining for you are giving us consent to do so. All Photographs will only be used 
in compliance with the Scout Association’s Child Protection Policy. Please speak to your section leader if you are not 
able to complete and sign the joining for to provide consent.  

Consent can subsequently be withdrawn or given by you through OSM at any time. 

At larger events such as District or County events, it is not necessarily possible for the Leader to dictate what 
photographs might be taken or the specific end use of the photographs by other present.  However as the 
photographs would be taken as part of a Scouting event they would need to comply with The Scout Association’s 
Child Protection Policy.   

Safety when arriving and departing 

It is important to note that you are responsible for your child for they arrive at a Scouting activity, and you ensure 
that they are in the care of a Leader.  

This includes our headquarters, and all Beavers and Cubs should be brought into the Scout Hut rather than be left to 
make their own way inside.  

This is for your child’s safety should there be anyone unfamiliar outside the hut; the danger of crossing the roads and 
car park; and also in case you arrive early and there are not enough adults in the Scout Hut. 

All children are asked to remain inside the Scout Hut at the end of a meeting to be collected by a parent. 

Obviously, Scout age children may travel to their meetings or activities along, that is at your discretion and we can 
only take responsibility from when they arrive at the Scout hut or activity location and meet a leader.  

 

 

 

 

 



North Richmond Scout Group Welcome Pack 
 

Page 1 
 

 

North Richmond Scout Hut,  

Contact Information 
Old Deer Park Car Park, Park Lane,  
Richmond, Surrey. TW9 2RA 
 

Main Email: info@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  
Website: www.northrichmondscouts.org.uk 
Parent downloads & Privacy Policy: 
www.northrichmondscouts.org.uk/downloads.htm 

 

 
Section Emails 
Beavers:  beavers@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  
Cubs: cubs@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  
Scouts:  scouts@northrichmondscouts.org.uk 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NorthRichmondScouts/ 
Twitter: @NRichmondScouts

 

Group Scout Leader Alex Petty  alex@northrichmondscouts.org.uk 

 

07768 584 881  

 

Assistant Group Scout 
Leader & Cub Leader  

  

Julie Willis  
  

Julie@northrichmondscouts.org.uk 

 

 07951 708 386 

 

Beaver Leader Charlie Willis charlie@northrichmondscouts.org.uk 

 

07980 173 553 

 

Scout Leader Alex Ball alexball@northrichmondscouts.org.u
k 

07955 237 717 

 Group Co-Chairs Fiona Booth, 
Judith Carpenter 
and Stan Willis 

chair@northrichmondscouts.org.uk   

 Sara Elvin Quartermaster sara@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  

 Claire De Thierry  Treasurer claire@northrichmondscouts.org.uk   

 Hannah  Secretary  info@northrichmondscouts.org.uk  
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Beavers Uniform  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beavers Values 
 Be kind 
 Be helpful 
 Be respectful 
 Try our best 
 Hands and feet to ourselves!  
 Listen to our leaders 
 Be a good friend 
 Have fun 

 

Beavers Promise 

For Christians, Jews and Sikhs: 

I promise to do my best 
to be kind and helpful 
and to love God. 

For humanists, atheists and those with no defined faith: 

I promise to do my best 
to be kind and helpful 
and to love our world. 

For Hindus and Buddhists: 

I promise to do my best 
to be kind and helpful 
and to love my Dharma. 

For Muslims: 

I promise to do my best 
to be kind and helpful 
and to love Allah. 
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Cubs Uniform  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubs Values 
 Be Kind and respectful to others and to Leaders 
 Keep your Uniform tidy  
 Keep Hands and feet to ourselves  
 Be a good friend    
 Try Your Best  
 Listen to our Leaders  
 Have fun and no cheating  

 

Cubs Promise 
For Christians, Jews and Sikhs: 
I promise that I will do my best 
To do my duty to God and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Cub Scout Law. 

For humanists, atheists and those with no defined faith: 
I promise that I will do my best 
To uphold our Scout values, To do my duty to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Cub Scout Law. 

For Hindus and Buddhists: 
I promise that I will do my best 
To do my duty to my Dharma and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Cub Scout Law. 

For Muslims: 
I promise that I will do my best 
to do my duty to Allah and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Cub Scout Law. 

 

 

Cubs law  
 

Cub Scouts always do their best 

Think of others before themselves 

And do a good turn every day. 
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Scouts Uniform   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scouts Promise  
For Christians, Jews and Sikhs: 
On my honour, I promise that I will do my best 
to do my duty to God and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Scout Law. 
 

For humanists, atheists and those with no defined faith: 
On my honour, I promise that I will do my best 
to uphold our Scout values, to do my duty to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Scout Law. 

For Hindus and Buddhists: 
On my honour, I promise that I will do my best 
to do my duty to my Dharma and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Scout Law. 

For Muslims: 
In the name of Allah,  
the Most Beneficial and the Most Merciful, 
I promise that I will do my best 
to do my duty to Allah and to the Queen, 
to help other people and to keep the Scout Law. 

 

 

Scouts law      Scouts Values 
 
1) A Scout is to be trusted 
2) A Scout is loyal 
3) A Scout is friendly and considerate 
4) A Scout belongs to the worldwide family of Scouts 
5) A Scout has courage in all difficulties 
6) A Scout makes good use of time and is careful of  

possessions & property  
7) A Scout has self-respect and respect for others 
 

 
 Listen to leaders and each other 
 Be Respectful 
 Be Helpful 
 Try Our Best 
 Be Trustworthy 
 Have Fun / Enjoy yourself 

 



 

 

           North Richmond Scout Group - New Joiner Form    
 

Name   ___________________________________________ 
 

(Let us know if they are known as a shorter/different version of their name, etc – e.g Izzy rather than Isobel; Dan rather than Daniel etc) 
 
Date of Birth   ___________________________     Religion   ________________________________    
 

School       ___________________________     

 
Primary Contact 1 
 

Name   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Address   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________   Postcode _________________ 
 

Email   ____________________________________________ 
 

Phone   ____________________________________________ 
 

Relationship to child ____________________________________________ 
 

Primary Contact 2   
 

Name   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Address   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________   Postcode _________________ 
 

Email   ____________________________________________ 
 

Phone   ____________________________________________ 
 

Relationship to child ____________________________________________ 
 
Doctor & Health   
 

Doctor   _______________________   NHS Number _______________________________ 
 

Surgery   _______________________   Year  of Last Tetanus  ________________________ 
 
Surgery Address            _______________________________ ___________________________________ 
 
Can Swim 50 Metres?    YES / NO    
 
Details of any or Medical Problems 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Details of any allergies or sensitivities  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I give consent for the storage and processing of sensitive personal information, including medical details (these are required for the safety 
of your child). I understand these may be shared with other Scout groups/organisers if/when my child moves sections or attends external 
events. 
 
I give consent for photos/videos of my child to be taken, stored and shared internally in the meeting location, local press, Scout websites 
and social media. I understand that if I later withdraw consent, previously published photos will not be able to be removed. (Regardless of 
this consent, the group/unit is not responsible for photos taken by other parties.) 
 
  
Signed _________________________________   Date __________________________________   


